[bookmark: _GoBack]EN 206 Fall 2020	Essay Two (Units 2 and 3) Prompts 

--Length: 800-1100 Words
--Due: Sunday November 8th (11:59 pm)
--Assignment: choose ONE of the prompts below and write an essay (800-1100 words)
--Optional Draft Feedback: upload a paragraph or two or three (introduction and/or 1-2 body paragraph(s) or more) by Wednesday November 4th at 11:59 for feedback from your teacher)
--Review: the Writing About Literature Power Point now available on our class page, especially in term of quote integration.

Essay Prompts (choose from one of the three): 
 
 	1) A compelling and central issue for Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein centers on the moral choices that the main two characters make in the novel, and to what extent these choices make them sympathetic or unsympathetic characters for the reader.  For critics this issue has often rested upon the following trifecta of questions posed by critic Lawrence Lipking: 

Is Victor an idealistic hero or a destructive genius? 
Is the creature a natural man or an unnatural monster?  
What moral are we to draw from this strange story?

 Analyze one of these two main characters in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein—Victor or the being he creates (the ‘monster’)--in light of the following: to what extent is this character sympathetic and/or unsympathetic to the reader based on the choices and reasoning they demonstrate throughout the entire novel?  Be sure to regularly include quotes from the text in your body paragraphs, and be representative (considering different examples and choices from the beginning, middle, and end of the novel).

2) Keats’ “Ode to a Nightingale” (Romantic Unit) and Yeats’ “Sailing to Byzantium” (Modernist Unit) share a similar concern with human mortality and decay.  Compare and contrast the two poems for what they reveal about the challenges of understanding and coping with human mortality.  Make sure to consider the process these two speakers undergo in their meditations, especially outcome (the ending). [Note: the focus here is mortality, not morality]

Root your analysis in specific quotes from the poems, and consider the two following organizational plans.  One: discuss one of the poems in its entirety for the first half of your essay, and then discuss the other poem in the second half of your essay, regularly referring back to what you have established in the first half (first poem) in order to develop the comparison and contrast (the divided pattern). Or, two:  identify key points around which you wish to organize your overall comparison and contrast, and then analyze the two poems in tandem for each of the poems your discuss (the alternating pattern).  

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>CONTINUE>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

3) According to Webster’s Dictionary, humility can be understood as “freedom from pride or arrogance : the quality or state of being humble; a modest estimate of one own importance, rank, and so forth.” In Joyce’s “The Dead” the central figure and toastmaster of the holiday feast, Gabriel Conroy, has a humbling but revealing epiphany at the end of his story related to the object of his affection, his wife.  Write an essay that traces Gabriel’s shift in the story from the pride he feels during the holiday evening to the subsequent humility he gains at the evening’s end.  Pay particular emphasis to the final hotel bedroom scene in your analysis of how and why he gains this humility at the end of the story.

	The best organizational pattern for this essay might be to work in order selectively through the developing plot of the story, devoting a paragraph or two to analysis of Gabriel’s character (and view of himself) during each of the following: the story’s beginning, middle, and end.  Be selective in choosing examples and quotes from these three parts that especially reveal to us something about Gabriel’s shift from pride to humility.  

